
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Before there was very little time 
to practise speaking before 
writing in books. The children 
panicked as they did not 
understand what they were 
writing.” (Teaching Assistant) 
 
“We had to copy lots from the 
board.” (Year 5 pupil) 

 

INSPIRATION 

*In 2017, I taught French to 

children in Madagascar, where 

resources were limited. 

*I created lessons with simple 

drawings, rhymes and stories I 

wrote as resources were limited. It 

was highly successful for all ages. 

 

 VISION 
* Following teachers’ feedback, 
suggested to re-launch MFL to 
change children’s attitude. 
* We decided to teach French right 
from EYFS to build confidence from 
an early age through active 
learning. 
* French launched at HM and 
Winton (federated school). 

 

 IN PRACTICE 

*First, a picture book or song is 

introduced. 

*Key vocabular is introduced using 

pictorial flashcards and then 

practised through class games and 

then paired games to increase 

speaking opportunities and fun! 

INITIAL STAGES 

*Hired a native French speaker 

who shadowed and team-caught 

during my MFL lessons. 

*My MFL team collaboratively 

mapped out an MFL curriculum 

with topics stemming from picture 

books or song as a ‘hook.’ 

“At this young age children learn 

through play and can try out new 

language without fear of 

embarrassment.” 
 

* At Hugh Myddelton, we have a 
strong focus on oracy in all subjects 
so wanted French to match this by 
focussing on practical activities.  

ADEQWXDASC 

*To increase challenge and make 

sentence structures accessible to 

KS2, ‘story mapping’ approach 

used to learn and rehearse entire 

stories. 

*Once oral confidence is acquired, 

reading and writing is introduced 

through meaningful activities.  

  IMPACT ON CHILDREN 

*All children enthusiastic about 

joining in games and speaking focus 

through pictures makes it inclusive 

for SEN learners. 

*Reception children naturally 

integrating language incidentally 

during the day, referring to 

interactive MFL displays. 

* Year 4 Spring assessments show 

that 83% of children score 75%+. 

70% of Year 6s achieve 75%+. 

*One teacher was surprised to see 

some children who were not 

‘Working At’ in English were in 

French. 

 
IMPACT ON TEACHERS 

*First French teacher hired now 

able to independently plan and 

teach as well as train new MFL 

specialists. 

*Teachers joining in lessons and 

supporting paired/group work. 

Some leading class games 

alongside MFL specialist. 

 FRENCH CLUBS 

 

 

BACKGROUND 

*Spanish taught bi-weekly by a 

secondary teacher to KS2. 

*Children found it challenging to 

engage in formal, writing-focussed 

lessons. 

* Children had low confidence 

because they did not have time to 

absorb new language. 

FUTURE 

*Create French penpal scheme 

*Opportunity for year 5s to visit 

Paris and put speaking into action! 

*Set up French café sponsored by 

local stores and run by children. 

If I have the 

resources and 

lesson sequence 

for a topic, I 

would definitely 

begin to teach it. 

Year 3 teacher 

 

Simply, the younger 

the learner, the 

better they are at 

mimicking new 

sounds and adopting 

pronunciation. 

Using a picture 

map making 

sentences easier 

to remember.” 

(Daigo Yr 4) 

 

I love the songs in 

French as it is nice 

to do music and 

French together. 

The games are 

fun too!  

(She’a Yr 2) 

 

Lucien always keeps 

me on my toes 

asking if I know the 

different animal 

names in French! 

The boys share their 

learning at home. 

(Parent) 

MFL lessons taught in a circle to 

promote multiple exchanges and 

less formal nature. 

Group games identifying 

pictures to match spoken word. 

Story sacks with 

books, flashcards & 

objects/puppets. 

Following class teaching, children 

enjoy interactive games in pairs to 

increase pupil talk time and provide 

less confident learners speaking 

opportunities in a secure way. 

Practical activities where language 

is embedded into activity makes 

learning more purposeful. 

Displays with copies of flashcards which is 

added to half-termly. Useful for children and 

class teachers to refer to. Key in promoting 

incidental learning- register, instructional 

language, counting… 

French woven into extra-curricular 

activities whereby French is the 

instructional language. 

Written activities link to context 

vocabulary is taught in- story 

sequencing, creation of comic strips… 

Children use Talk for Writing to learn stories by 

heart using copy of the story represented in 

pictures. Each picture has an action. Fulfils visual, 

oral and kinaesthetic learning approaches. 


